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GONE FISHING 
Carville patients converged Lake Johansen Julv 4th for the opening fishing season. Last December the Department 
the Interior deposited 25,000 Bream the lake. Catfish and Perch add the catch local Izaak Waltons. 
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tr: gic has come out India. Indian 
newspapers had published report that 
Soviet scientist had developed new 
that was effective the cure 
disease. The Indian Govern- 
ment asked its embassy Moscow 
get information the drug and 
send samples India, where the 
incidence the disease major. The 
Indian Embassy Moscow was obliged 
reply that was unable get any 
details from the Soviet authorities. 

Some good, solid life-giving and hope- 
giving facts have obviously 
scured somewhere along the line the 


fog Soviet propaganda. drug that 
effective the cure Hansen’s dis- 
ease has been developed and used the 
United States. This the sulfone com- 
pound, now standard the United 
States Marine Hospital for treat- 
ment Hansen’s disease Carville, 
La. The results that have been obtained 
mark medical advance. 
Hansen’s disease can cured and 
being cured. being taken out 
the realm fictional “cures” and being 
brought into the realm common sense 
and good therapeutics. 

the Government India wants 
information this curative process 


can get the United States. 
have hesitation stating that every 
clinical chart Carville will placed 
the disposal Indian physicians 
the simplest request. There nothing 
obscure about this problem and nothing 
hide. India needs help and can get 
it. But India must ask the right place. 
The New York Times (Monday, June 
1951) 

The Union Soviet Re- 
publics has 15,000 cases Hansen’s dis- 
ease, according investigation con- 
ducted 1926. Russia called 
Skorb, means “misery.” 

ED. 


Facts That You Should Know About Hansen’s Disease 


“In order that leprosy may dealt with successfully comprehensive scale and before any large proportion carly 


will come voluntarily for examination, there must change the attitude the public toward the Any 


scheme for the control leprosy will depend for its success educated public opinion.” 


Recommendation World Conference Leprosy, Cairo Egypt, March 1938. 


The medical world classes Hansen’s disease “feebly 
communicable,” but susceptibility much greater in- 
fants and young children, and decreases with age. 
also probable that most cases the susceptibility fa- 
continental United States, endemic foci are 
limited Louisiana, Texas and Florida. Outside these 
states, Hansen’s disease rarely communicated 
contacts that from the public health standpoint might 
considered practically non-communicable disease. 
The hospital Carville was founded fifty-four years ago. 
date not single member the medical nursing 
staff has contracted the disease. 

Doctors and nurses take very simple precautions, not com- 
parable with those they would take dealing with diphtheria, 
tvphoid and other communicable diseases. 


Visitors are admitted freely, nor are they required take 
any special precautions. Children under are not admitted. 


Patients are permitted visit their homes semi-annually 
for periods month. 


FACTS, based actual experience over long period 
years (the most valid scientific yardstick) furnish indubitable 


proof the remoteness the communicability 
disease. 


Since Hansen’s isolation the bacillus, hundreds at- 
tempts have been made grow artificial media but 
date none these have successfully met the requirements for 
proof, and all attempted inoculations animals have been 
unsuccessful the same extent. scientist more than 
145 recorded cases has been able infect himself other 
human voluntcers attempted inoculation the germ. 


THE TRANSMISSION THE DISEASE BIG 
PROBLEM Hansen’s. Once that determined, the 6.000 
year old practice imprisoning person for life because 
happens sick will done away with. 


This paper, and all outgoing mail, sterilized before leaving the hospital. This done only gesture 


respect the unconvinced and not because there any scientific necessity for it. 


Prints pictures appearing THE STAR may purchased from Harris, Carville, Louisiana. 


kindly notify change address. THE STAR cannot forwarded. 


Mail Bag 


Our public health workers are keenly 
aware the popular misconception ex- 
isting concerning Hansen’s disease. Un- 
fortunately, not have simple 
pamphlet written language the lay- 
man can understand. also would 
helpful the cause had film 
the subject. Have you ever contacted 
The March Time? they were 
one their excellent presentations 
would reach millions. Then 16mm 
print could developed which public 
health workers throughout the country 
could use their educational program. 


Milton Kossack, M.S.P.H. Director, 
Division Public Health Education 
State Louisiana, Dept. Health 


New Orleans, Louisiana 


Constructive suggestions, Mr. The 
U.S. Public Health through its 
Washington Department Information 
might persuaded issue such pam- 
phlet. should have been done long 
ago. The March Time was contacted, 
years ago, without success. shall try 
again. 16mm educational film Car- 
ville (strictly non medical) the 
offing, sponsored National Amvets. 

With the fine cooperation Mr. 
Kossack, copies THE 
given section chairman for distribu- 
tion the various section meetings 
the annual convention the Louistana 
Public Health Workers, held Alex- 
June. 


Ed. 


Your interesting publication, THE 
STAR, indeed invaluable work 
furthering better understanding 
Hansen’s disease. 


W.E. Rachels, Public Relations Rep. 
Seaboard Air Line Railroad Co. 


Norfolk, Virginia 


Minnesota organizing Lions 
Clubs and looking after their interest. 
Everywhere have mentioned Carville 
they come with questions. 
however that most the people talk 
with are complete harmony with 
and many cases they feel that the 
terminology definitely should 
changed. 

Never attend meeting Lions 
Clubs without mentioning something 
the Point Clair Lions Club. And, when 
given ample time into details tell 
them Hansen’s disease and never 
call any other name unless 
occasions have spoken length using 
the material you sent and elaborating 
with material from THE STAR. 

agreeably surprised how many 


people accept Hansen’s disease an- 
other disease and are not all horrified 
the mere mention the word. Some 
these days will make the 
survey and will give you some 
surprising data. 


A.A. Delage, Special Representative 
Lions International 


Montevideo, Minnesota 


Lion Tony Delage helped organ- 
ize our Point Clair Lions Club and at- 
tended its charter night last October. 
Since then has been one our most 
ardent champions. Minnesotains should 
particularly interested the subject 
their State was once focal point for 
HD. died out “without segregation 
colonization.” Apparently the cold cli- 
mate did the trick but, try and get the 
powers that recognize this factor. 

Ed. 


going school for practical 
nurses and took THE STAR and all 
literature pertaining Hansen’s dis- 
ease class. Our teacher, who re- 
gistered nurse, devoted whole period 


Mary Lou Swick 
San Diego, Calif. 


* * * 


staff, Betty Martin, came attention 
last week. husband and read 
aloud day and half. 

had read book Father Da- 
mien and many books discoveries 
new medicines and the experimental 
work using them. You people Car- 
ville should applaud Betty’s book for 
has done and will more for your 
cause than any amount legislation. 

would like suggest that you enlist 
the aid Paul Kruif writing 
book, also, tell about the various dis- 
eases that Biblical times and the 
dark ages were probably merged into 
one, and how they now each have new 
name and specific cure. Other people 
could write such book but since 
has such fine reputation might help 
get you needed publicity. 

Send copy your paper right 
away. teacher the local ele- 
mentary school. would like share the 
paper with others there, and perhaps 
could get our weekly paper print ex- 
cerpts from yours. 

The Hornbostel’s attitude has been 
helpful getting publicity, but was 
said her that she contracted 
Japanese prison camp. Did not she come 
from one those endemic sections 
the world? 

Mrs. Grace Catching 
Half Moon Bay, Calif. 


applaud with all our hearts 


Betty’s book. 

have explored almost every avenue 
contact trying get more edu- 
cational publicity HD, Mr. 
included. will hear from again. 

extremely doubtful that 
Hornbostel contracted the disease the 
camp. much more dramatic, how- 
ever, for reporters add that touch. 
broadcast, Mrs. Hornbostel 
answered that very question 
manner; “It not known how 
contracted. probable that became 
susceptible the disease through some 
combination unknown factors during 
childhood Saipan Guam..... 
The disease would probably not ever 
have developed had not been for the 
malnutrition and worry was under 
the prison 


* * * 


appreciate very much your val- 
uable paper, and find the greatest 
usefulness keeping myself and 
audiences informed all the latest 
developments medical science. 

With the exception the name vur 
mission, are doing all can, here 
Canada, help remove the stigma 
associated with the odious term, “leper.” 
And, feel that before too long the 
Canadian public will well-informed 
the whole trend up-to-date think- 
ing the disease Hansenosis. The 
recent case Windsor, Ont., and the 
splendid way which was handled 
the Medical Health Officer and 
others, good illustration what 
mean. 

More power THE STAR and may 
God bless you all! 


Rev. King 

Secretary for Canada 

The Mission Lepers 
Toronto, Ont., Canada 


far know the Canadian and 
British Missions are the only organiza- 
tions their kind that have not con- 
formed with the recommendation the 
Havana Congress, “That the use the 
tient with leprosy abandoned.” ED. 


Sometime ago wrote you re- 
questing information about Hansen’s 
disease the United States used 
for term paper was writing the 
subject. The material you sent was in- 
valuable. 

the subject and become quite in- 
terested the work going Car- 
ville. think the best way keep 
contact subscribing THE STAR. 
It’s not necessary sterilize copy! 


Mrs. Gretna Snell 
Cleveland, Ohio 
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with Hansen’s dis- 
ease, under its historical misnomer, the 
“semantic branding iron leprosy,” 
have for centuries been subjected the 
most trying and senseless ordeals. The 
indignities heaped upon victims the 
Middle Ages, when they were declared 
legally dead before death and forced 
carry bell warn the healthy their 
approach, can laid the ignorance 
and that era when ritual 
than science was the dominating 
influence. 

the 20th century, the latter half 
that, ignorance and prejudice still 
hold sway, more often than not, the 
handling one certain class sick 
people. How else can one explain the 
ordeal which WAC, recently diag- 
nosed having Hansen’s disease was 
subjected. 

The WAC, Mrs. Eunice Oneto, born 
and reared Los Angeles, was the 
service almost four years. She saw service 
and action Australia, the Philippines 
and New Guinea. far know, she 
the first woman World War 
recorded having Hansen’s disease, 
“service incurred.” Mrs. Oneto 
present hospitalized the Ft. Miley 
Hospital, San Francisco, where 
June she began treatment with one 
the new sulfone drugs. 

Mrs. Oneto’s case came the atten- 
tion THE STAR after she wrote 
Jim Owen Los Angeles. Jim, Ba- 
taan hero, whose discharge 
hospital, record time, got nation-wide 
publicity, has been carrying one 
man educational campaign Cali- 
fornia. 

Here Mrs. Oneto’s story her own 
words was given THE STAR. 

“In April 1945 was sent back the 
States from New Guinea with malaria 
and was admitted Birmingham Gene- 
ral Hospital (VA) Van Nuys, Calif. 
While was still New Guinea, 
started itch but thought was the 
heat. Two months after was Bir- 
mingham General developed der- 
matitis the scalp and right hand. 
stayed Birmingham until October, 
running low grade temperature and 
feeling pretty miserable. Then took 
thirty days overseas leave 
ported Ft. Oglethorpe, Ga. for re- 
assignment. 

“The day came for physical 
had temperature 102 bounced 
right back the hospital (Ft. Ogle- 
thorpe Station Hospital). Nov. 
received medical discharge for mala- 
ria and migraine headaches, all the time 
still itching off and on. 


came back Los Angeles and went 
work for the Police Dept., but, 
every once while have fever 
attacks and felt sluggish. 


THE STAR 


owe Dr. Horan everything,” de- 
clares personable ex-WAC Eunice Oneto 
whose illness the young neurologist 
correctly diagnosed Hansen’s disease 
after Veterans Administration doctors 
Oakland and big brass medicos 
large university hospital San Fran- 
cisco had blundered disastrously. 

For her twelve months service over- 
seas Mrs. Oneto was awarded the South- 
west Pacific and Philippine Liberation 
ribbons (with one bronze star each), 
Presidential Unit Citation ribbon (with 
one cluster), Good Conduct ribbon and 
WAAC Re-enlistment ribbon. 

Receiving her bachelor science de- 
gree from Southern California, School 
X-Ray 1942, Eunice then entered 
the WAC’s and took her basic training 
Des Moines, Iowa. After this she was 
stationed for twenty months Fort Sam 
Houston, Texas where she taught os- 
teology, anatomy and physics x-ray 
Brooks General Medical 
Service 

Now her middle 30s, five feet two 
inches, eyes blue, Eunice Oneto 
the vigorous outdoor type. She says, 
love fish and hunt.” 


“In August ‘46 married Oakland 
Police Officer and moved here. Fur- 
ther than itching and periodic attacks 
fever nothing happened until Octo- 
ber ‘48. started have pain, off and 
on, right hand and arm. Finally 
sleep. walk the floors night. 
went the hospital, out-patient 
department Oakland, and they diag- 
nosed growth the palm and 
made arrangements for hospi- 
talized for surgery. They found nodule 
protruding knot bump, formed 
aggregation cells, characteristic 
the skin type Hansen’s disease) 
grown the ulnar nerve and artery 


causing blood clot. The pain con- 
tinued growing worse and worse and 
the next three months they operated 
twice. They found nodules 
wrist, elbow and the upper arm. still 
had pain and then the doc- 
tors were about crazy, was 
They called several outside special- 
ists but they too were stumped. 
last resort the doctors decided 
portion the sympathetic nervous sys- 
tem). This didn’t help they did 
ganglionectomy (surgical excision 
spinal nerve). This was done Febru- 
ary 1950 and relieved pain for about 
five months. But all sudden 
returned, more severe than ever and that 
itch which bothered New Guinea 
wes becoming intolerable. Back 
through conference after conference with 
specialists after specialists, but 
mained undiagnosed. August dis- 
cover have numb spot fore- 
head and ring finger right hand. 

“In December, the Oakland 
doctors sent ‘large university 
hospital’ San Francisco. stayed there 
for days, while doctors made many 
tests but not the right one. They sent 
back Oakland with the rec- 
ommendation that given ACTH 
and more nerve surgery. ACTH did 
good and April ‘51 had another trip 
surgery, another excision the spinal 
nerve: left the hospital after week, 
but was back again the next week. 
This time nodules had appeared the 
inside left arm. They gave 
shots, bound arm and week later 
went home again, but the nodules 
had not disappeared. 

“When arrived home letter was 
waiting for from the university hos- 
pital San Francisco, asking 
come over there they wanted 
check further. 


Turning Point 


“At the university hospital was in- 
troduced young doctor who was 
serving his residency neurology. Dr. 
John Horan told that chart 
had been turned over him. After Dr. 
Horan diagnosed case correctly 
learned that had spent some time 
Hawaii and had visited Carville. (Note- 
From the AMA directory 
sources THE STAR found that Dr. 
Horan graduated from the University 
Tennessee, College Medicine 
1947 and the following year served his 
internship Queen’s Hospital, Hono- 
lulu, during which time visited the 
famed Hansen’s disease settlement 
Kalaupapa, Molokai many times. 
made short visit Carville last year.) 


(Continued page 10) 
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Summer-time vacation time and 
Carville, despite the sticky heat, isn’t 
quiet time, either. Patients are leaving 
for home and sometimes while one sta- 
tion wagon going out the gate the 
other coming bringing group 
from visit home. 

Having had inquiries about the state- 
ment found FACTS each issue 
THE STAR which reads, “Patients are 
permitted visit their homes semi- 
annually for periods month,” 
felt article about our trips would 
timely. 

The statement would probably 
more accurate read, Some patients, 
under certain conditions, may home 
semi-annually for periods month.” 
One the conditions what state you 
entered the hospital from, and thank 
goodness home Texas and not 
the West Coast, for our California 
patients have been denied leave that 
State time and time again. long 
there are restrictions which forbid our 
traveling public carriers, those pa- 
tients will have problem for the dis- 
tance great. 

When you decide the approximate 
date your desired leave, you 
the executive officer the hospital and 
request pass. inquires when you 
want go, where you plan go, how 
long you wish remain and your means 
transportation. All the other ques- 
tions answered you have three choices 
the last one; you may private 
car, the Legion’s Buick Super Estate 
Wagon the government owned 
1951 DeSoto Suburban. the family 
coming for you the travel headaches are 
theirs. you plan using the local 
Legion Post’s Buick, you contact 
Harris, the driver, for open date and 
the Legion Mobile Club the rate 
thirteen cents for each mile you actu- 
ally ride it. you secure open date 
the government DeSoto, driven 
Ignace LeBlanc, you pay four cents for 
each mile the car motion, which in- 
cludes its return the hospital after 
leaving you home and the miles cov- 
ered coming your home return 
you the hospital. course, when 


Mrs. Laura Goode, presented Legion’s Buick 1949. 


group makes the trip together the ex- 
pense shared all. The difference 
mileage rate easily explained. The 
Legion Mobile Club must pay all ex- 
penses the Buick including the driv- 
salary from the mileage charge. 
With the present fees the Mobile Club 
operating the Buick monthly loss 
and becoming increasingly difficult 
meet the necessary repair bills and in- 
surance it. The driver the DeSoto 
government employee and all up- 
keep paid the hospital. 

When the mode transportation 
settled you are summoned the rec- 
ord room sign application forms for 
leave. Two forms for each state you 
will pass through must signed. One 
goes the Board Health each 
state concerned and the others are filed 
here. the past these application forms 
were signed many without read- 
ing them for were familiar with what 
they said and usually crossed our 
knees and fingers, too, for some the 
(“I will phrases were not 
our liking. The new forms are somewhat 
improved, however where the medical 
staff fills part the form there 
line which reads, granting the 
patient’s request is—is not recommend- 
ed.” that “is not” isn’t scratched out 
the doctor before mailing, pass will 
not reach you from the Board Health 
for they will not grant you leave when 
your resident staff has expressed 
approval. 

When all the wrinkles are ironed out 
and your pass marked 
ally reaches you time write home 
that you are coming, arrange for some- 
one relieve you your government 
iob, you are employed, and get out the 
luggage. Those semi-annual visits home 
are morale booster for you return 
more determined than ever regain 
your health and consequently work 
harder it. 

Both our drivers are discharged 
patients and groups returning from trips 
report that the fellows are considerate 
everyone traveling with them. Being 
the road much does sometimes 
give the drivers opportunity for 


DeSoto Suburban, departs for Texas. 


pop call their own families. They 
have naturally met many our 
and when the locality occasionally 
drop bring some good news 
patient his loved ones. 

While the Buick was gift the 
National American Legion Auxiliary, 
April 1949, the local Legion Post 
for the use the patients, the DeSoto 
(this the third one) was purchased 
from trust fund, handled the 
Public Health Service, known the Pa- 
tients’ Benefit Fund, set years ago 
from various bequests. The DeSoto goes 
far East Key West, Florida and 
far West the Rio Grande Valley 
Texas. The Buick intended for short 
trips but, between the purchase De- 
Sotos and emergencies, has had 
make some long trips. The DeSoto, Le- 
Blanc tells me, averages about 4,500 
miles monthly. According Harris, the 
Buick has averaged about 2,625 miles 
monthly the twenty-six months has 
been operation. 

LeBlanc tells accident had 
the DeSoto some time ago. One rainy 
night was returning the hospital 
with patients and was forced off the 
road and into ditch bank another 
car, which didn’t even stop. passer-by 
stopped his car, got out into the rain 
and mud and assisted all the patients 
into his car and took them the nearest 
Texas town. City officials made them 
comfortable and cared for them until 
word was received from this hospital 
proceed the nearest hospital the 
Service, for medical attention. The pa- 
tients received every courtesy and con- 
sideration from strangers the scene 
the accident, the city and the hos- 
pital. All concerned knew where the 
passengers were from, and this was not 
the first accident nor the first time med- 
ical attention was given graciously 
patients. 

Both drivers have told the cordial 
reception families when the station 
wagon drives bringing patient 
his home. Sometimes for the return trip 
families have prepared delicious picnic 
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Keep 
ing Along 


Veterans Entertain Guests 


Dinner party honoring Mrs. Florence Green, 
left, and Claude Brown. 


When word reached that Mrs. 
Florence Green, Kalamazoo, Mich., Na- 
tional Hospital Chairman the Dis- 
abled American Veterans Auxiliary 
would pay this hospital official call 
July and felt that her visit 
would add much pleasure our 4th 
July celebration. Then few days 
later learned that Claude Brown, 
Little Rock, Ark., National Field Rep- 
resentative the American Legion 
would here meet with the veter- 
ans from July 2-4. 

Claude Brown, staunch friend 
many years, attended the regular meet- 
ing the local Legion Post the 
evening July and gave pep talk. 
the 3rd the guests were taken 
tour the different departments the 
hospital and the late afternoon hours 
they were the honorees open house 
and dinner party the ballroom 
the recreation building, planned the 
veterans. behalf the patients, 
Aline Stribbling presented Mrs. Green 
with orchid, home grown, saying, 
lovely flower lovely lady.” Dr. 
Johansen, Dr. Wolcott, Mr. and Mrs. 
Tom Rickman, the hospital personnel 
and other guests from Baton Rouge 
and Destrehan, La., were with for 
this enjoyable occasion. 

have idea the number 
visits Claude Brown has 
through the years but this was Mrs. 
Green’s third trip Carville. Speaking 
the dinner, she said, that 
other visits were too short become 
acquainted with all you decided 
take vacation spend two days here 
this Mrs. Green now complet- 
ing her eighth consecutive year Na- 
tional Hospital Chairman for the DAV 
know Mrs. Green why she has been 
selected for such long 
important post for she possesses the rare 
qualities understanding necessary 
hospital work. These same qualities 
are also found Claude Brown. 
While here the guests attended the fish- 
ing rodeo Lake Johansen 
morning the 4th, seeing the veterans’ 
boat The Florence Green. the after- 
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noon Mrs. Green called some vet- 
erans who were not able attend the 
field day activities under the oaks. 


REPORT THE DAV AUXILIARY 


The national convention the Dis- 
abled American Veterans Auxiliary 
scheduled for mid-August Milwau- 
kee take this opportunity pub- 
licly acknowledging the assistance 
this organization our activities, dur- 
ing the year since their last national 
convention. 

The DAV Auxiliary provided gen- 
erous check which made possible for 
local vets bring fine dance orchestra 
from New Orleans for the annual Armis- 
tice day celebration. Christmas every 
veteran this hospital was remembered 
with the gift had requested, and 
many cases the wife and children were 
also sent gifts. Mrs. Green personally 
selected every one the gifts while 
the same time attending gifts for 
another group 2,000 veterans hos- 
pital Michigan. 

Units and departments the DAV 
auxiliary from many states have come 
know about Carville from hearing Mrs. 
Green’s talks. There have been contribu- 
tions sent the gas fund from Wyan- 
dotte, Mich.; Salt Lake City, Utah; 
Michigan City, Ind.; Beloit, Oshkosh 
and Madison, Wis.; Chicago, Ill. and 
Norfolk, Va. The juke box record fund 
has been added units from Long 
Beach, Calif.; Chicago and Rockford, 
Ill.; Norfolk, Va.; Beloit and Madison, 
Wisconsin. The auxiliary the Depart- 
ment Pennsylvania provided check 
for the purchase file cabinet which 
was badly needed THE STAR. Our 
chapels and the club lounge received 
lilies Easter and the lounge also has 
new guest book from the DAV auxiliary. 

The Dolly Secord Memorial Fund 
story itself. Mrs. Secord, Denver, 
Colo., was past national commander 
the DAV auxiliary. She had never 
visited Carville but had become very 
interested through talking with Mrs. 
Green. She mentioned this interest 
frequently her fellow employees the 
State Employment Office that when she 
died they began fund her memory 
for gift Carville. Her local unit 
joined this project, then all past na- 
tional commanders, present national of- 
ficers and other friends. The fund has 
grown and the purchase set the 
Encyclopedia Britannica for 
tients’ library being considered the 
Dolly Secord memorial. 


addition the other services, 
units from twenty-three states and the 
District Columbia have sent sub- 
scriptions THE STAR assist our 
educational program. 


While there isn’t local DAV Chap- 
ter Unit many our veterans belong 
the Capitol City Chapter Baton 
Rouge. Members that chapter and 
unit and from others the state visit 
here frequently and 
along program entertainment. 


* 
AMVET NATIONAL PRESIDENT 
VISITS 


wanted visit this hospital for 
long time,” said Mrs. Evelyn McCas- 
lin, Cuyahago Falls, Ohio, national pres- 
ident the Amvets auxiliaries (seated) 
while chatting ‘THE STAR office 
Monday morning, July Mrs. McCas- 
lin had attended the Louisiana Depart- 
ment convention Mandeville few 
days earlier. Rabbi Marvin Reznikoff 
and Mrs. Arnold Harr, members the 
hospital committee the Foss Landry 
Post and Unit, Baton Rouge, brought 
Mrs. McCaslin Carville. 

the last national Amvet conven- 
tion resolution was unanimously 
adopted support program pub- 
lic enlightenment Hansen’s disease. 
Mrs. McCaslin said she urges support 
this project all her talks. The 
Amvet program stresses hospital work, 
Americanism and child welfare. The 
Amvets child welfare program includes 
plan for children who are fatherless 
from the last war. Other Amvets take 
these children ball games, circuses 
and places where their own fathers 
would have taken them. Mrs. McCaslin 
would like extend this program in- 
clude children vets who are hospital- 


Mrs. McCaslin said, “Our organiza- 
tion young but our programs are very 
She was national hospital chair- 
man for two years before becoming na- 
tional president. 

Help passing THE STAR 
your friends and neighbors, place 
your local library. 
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Dr. Henry Marriott who first came 
our attention when his article the 
new developments the management 
Hansen’s disease appeared Annals 
Internal Medicine, official publica- 
tion the American College Physi- 
cians, now has series articles 
running the monthly publication 
Scope, published the Sisters Mercy 
Baltimore’s Mercy Hospital. Dr. Mar- 
riott who scientific editor Scope, 
Instructor Medicine the Uni- 
versity Maryland, Medical School. 
THE STAR has just received the fifth 
and last these monthly articles. The 
first article deals with the difficulty 
acquiring the disease, the second dis- 
cusses the stigma the word “leprosy, 
the third covers the clinical picture, the 
fourth describes the effects the sul- 
fones Hansenosis, the last views 
“without complacency the progress 
the past decade with satisfaction” but 
with the recognition that much remains 
done. These articles consist 
extracts from the chapter 
Dr. Marriott’s forthcoming book for 
the lay public advances medicine, 
1941-1950, published the fall 
The Williams and Wilkins Company, 
Baltimore. 


* 


Dr. Arnold, Jr. editor the 
Hawaii Medical Journal, reports that 
has just completed the manuscript 
monograph entitled “An Introduc- 
Charles Thomas one their 
can Lecture Series medical mono- 
graphs. 


The new 8th edition Textbook 
Medicine Cecil and Loeb, published 
April 1951 Saunders and 
Company, Philadelphia, contains chap- 
ter Hansen’s disease written Car- 
stand that this textbook used over 
per cent the medical schools 
this country. fortunate that Dr. Jo- 
hansen was asked contribute the chap- 
ter his knowledge the sub- 
ject not only academic but stems 
from twenty-eight years actual ex- 
perience with patients. 

Dr. Johansen’s paper, “Advances 
the Treatment Leprosy,” appears 
The American Journal Nursing (July 
1951). The Journal reaches wide cir- 
cle professional readers the Ameri- 
can Nurses Association and the Nation- 
League Nursing Education. 

Dr. paper brings much 
profession. Clinical 
treatment” photography illustrates gra- 
phically the value the sulfones which 


Doctors aud Books 


Dr. Johansen declares 
most satisfactory group drugs ever 
used treating this disease.” 

Workers Hansen’s disease are care- 
ful emphasize that the sulfones are 
not specifics. Dr. Johansen recognizes 
this fact his paper but shows his 
deep knowledge and understanding 
what has taken place before his very 
eyes Carville the following cogent 
statement, “Clearing the outward 
manifestations the disease makes these 
drugs ideal treatment from the pa- 
tient’s viewpoint. allows him 
come presentable society and increas- 
ingly able carry normal life. 
The sulfones are helping, therefore, 
remove the social stigma which has for 
centuries been associated with the dis- 


The current Annals the New York 
Academy Sciences, published the 
Academy (March 1951) features the pa- 
pers presented the conference Han- 
sen’s disease held New York last Nov- 
ber. Covering most the field, that 
the medical part it, and some the 
social aspects, probably the most 
comprehensive work ever pub- 
lished this country. 


The manuscripts presented are the 
same papers read their authors 
the highly successful conference and 
their publication the results the con- 
ferences are shared even larger 
audience. Included the manuscripts 
are papers three former members 
Carville’s resident medical staff, Dr. 
Elliot, Chief Medical Officer, Veter- 
ans Administration Office, Harrisburg, 
Pa., Dr. Fite, National Institutes 
Health, Bethsda, Md., and Dr. 
Erickson, Public Health Service 
Hospital, Lexington, Ky. Dr. Elliot’s 


paper discusses ocular manifestations 


HD, Dr. Fite’s paper concerns itself with 
pathology and pathogenesis and 
Dr. Erickson’s paper scholarly pre- 
which made such solid contribution 
before his transfer Lexington. 


The Lexington hospital devoted 
the treatment drug addiction and says 
Dr. Erickson, note THE STAR, 
“As sit down times mull things 
over, think Carville place where 
learned about the wonders performed 
drugs, and Lexington see and 
learn about the horrors that can come 
from drugs. What paradox!” Dr. Erick- 
son reports that Miracle Carville 
created great deal interest Lex- 
ington. The men’s club the Presbyte- 
rian Church there wanted know more 
about Carville and Dr. Erickson 
was invited give talk one their 
meetings. This group composed 


many the outstanding business and 
professional men Lexington, and 
felt that they will influence others 
developing enlightened atttitude to- 
wards HD. 


* * * 


new blood test—the 
promises the doctor 
means detecting diseases before clin- 
ical symptoms have become apparent, 
said have been developed Dr. 
Reuben Kahn, chief the serology 
laboratory the University Michi- 
gan, Ann Arbor. The test, said, also 
provides yardstick for measuring the 
relative effectiveness various methods 
treatment. 

Dr. Kahn’s findings are reported 
his latest book, Introduction the 
Universal Serologic Reaction Health 
and Disease, recently published the 
Commonwealth Fund New York. 

The 63-year-old scientist, who, 1925, 
developed the now-standard Kahn test 
for syphilis, has been studying the hu- 
man body’s natural defenses against dis- 
ease for twenty-five years. 

his new volume Dr. Kahn reports 
that was able establish distinctive 
blood-serum patterns syphilis, yaws 
and Hansen’s disease (skin type) and 
convinced that further research will es- 
tablish distinctive patterns also for tu- 
berculosis and malaria. 


was lead into his investigation 
frequent reports so-called posi- 
live” reactions with the Kahn and Was- 
serman tests for syphilis. such cases, 
normal patients had positive reaction 
although final diagnosis 
were not infected with syphilis. 

believed that these 
statements are premature with regards 
(skin type) since there are only 
two published articles the subject, 
(one included Dr. recent 
book). Carville laboratory workers are 
the opinion that greater amount 
research should carried with this 
test, various hospitals treating HD, 
order that previous results 
evaluated. understand the Carville 
lab found the “universal reaction” was 
quite time consuming run. Moreover, 
did not furnish evidence that the false 
positive tests would eliminat- 
ed, nor could they distinguish the var- 
ious stages progression (skin 
type) the “patterns” since these were 
variable even within the same groups 
type and activity the disease. mem- 
ber our lab staff feels that the test 
might helpful for measuring the ef- 
recall any published articles relative 
the use this test diagnostic aide 
detecting before clinical symptoms 
have become apparent. 
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Hansen’s Disease Now Notifiable 


Peter Hall, THE 


British Cor- 

thorough job keep- 


developments 
disease 
patient himself and his time has 
had some very distressing personal ex- 
periences with His thirty- 
three years the British Civil Serv- 
ice took him foreign shores where 
probably contracted HD. After some- 
time the Settlement Sungei Buloh, 
Malaya, where was the only Euro- 
pean patient, Peter returned his na- 
tive England 1942. 


The British Ministry Health has 
notified all medical practitioners 
made and within the Ministry and 
not made Parliament, that 
disease cases are reported direct 
the Chief Medical Officer the Min- 
istry Health. the face it, this 
would appear step backward. 
But let examine the facts they are 
behind the cold print. 


has long been recognized well 
meaning and sympathetic doctors and 
sufferers, that some sort register 
patients was necessary. There could 
several reasons for this, but chiefly 
the writer’s view, was the paramount 
need have all sufferers properly treat- 
ed. There have been instances where 
regional district medical officers have 
gone extremes, either through ignor- 
ance the true knowledge the dis- 
ease, for fear public reaction. An- 
other factor which had watched 
was the conditions under which some 
sufferers lived. cannot denied that 
the bulk sufferers Britain are 
Asiatic, African, alien origin. Some 
have come this country ignorance 
the fact that they have the disease, 
some have come receive free and 
better treatment than their own coun- 
tries have offer, others have contract- 
the disease whilst serving overseas. 


Unlike the Britisher, who can 
lone bird, the Asiatic and others from 
endemic countries tend congregate 
together tenements. Very often -this 
means that many the bathing and 
other amenities hygiene, readily 
hand their own countries, are not 
easily accessible Britain. this 
mean the handy stream river, and 
the wide open space, together with their 
own methods erecting housing accom- 
modations. Here among the immigrants 
danger their compatriots should 
they return their own countries. 


THE STAR 


Statistics are necessary too. Once you 
have seen your fear and got the 
throat then fear vanishes. So, perhaps 
think that how bureaucracy views 
matters. Let us, fair, make fur- 
ther examination. 

June 22, 1951 was “D” day. Notifiable 
diseases such smallpox, etc, are, under 
law, reported the district health of- 
ficer, who takes appropriate steps 
prevent the spreading the disease. 
who more less the last word 
what shall happen. With HD, the 
Ministry has been very wise, considerate 
and sympathetic. The district medical 
officers have been and 
what more this what the Ministry 
has say: enables strict secrecy 
maintained and provides means whereby 
any additional suffering the part 
the patient and his friends can pre- 
vented.” There are statutory powers 
any kind within 
hoped that the new 
make possible gain accurate know- 
cases this country. 

article the British Medical 
Journal June 23, 1951 concludes, 
“The general public has exaggerated 
horror the disease, and would 
well for them learn that or- 
dinary medical disease, not highly dang- 
erous infective, and extend the 
person who has been unfortunate 


enough contract leprosy, generally 


the service the Crown, that sympathy 
and understanding which deserves.” 

The British Red Cross Society hopes 
publish article simple language 
bearing out what said the closing 
passage written Dr. Cochrane who 
consultant leprosy the Ministry 
Health. 

When this article has appeared the 
British Red Cross Society’s Quarterly 
Review, Air Commodore Hewat, Med- 
ical Advisor the Society, tells the 
attention the Red Cross branches will 
drawn the call for help. All 
which sounds good me, and mile- 
stone along the road the recognition 
the true facts HD. It’s taken 
long time, centuries fact, but now 
march step. 


Dr. Robert Cochrane, (right) re- 
cently became Medical Secretary the 
British Empire Leprosy Relief Associa- 
tion and Consultant leprosy the 
British Ministry Health. Dr. Coch- 
rane succeeds Dr. Gordon Ryrie who re- 
signed Medical Secretary BELRA. 
Dr. Cochrane has been India for the 
past twenty-five years, where served 


Peter Hall, Honeybrae, Melling, Liverpool. England 


first medical and later 
Honorable Secretary, Leprosy Cam- 
paign, Madras Presidency. Dr. Cochrane 
considered one the world’s outstand- 
ing authorities Hansen’s disease. 

Dr. Cochane has visited Carville sev- 
times. The last time was here 
was March 1948, route the 
Havana Congress. that time, Dr. 
Cochrane felt THE STAR had gone 
overboard its condemnation chaul- 
moogra oil and its derivatives and our 
enthusiasm for the sulfones. said 
letter THE STAR, which 
issue, with comment. Dr. Cochrane’s re- 
action our comment was, 
amused.” (Shades Queen Victoria, 
who was not). 

Recent contributions Dr. Cochrane 
literature indicate that be- 
coming more convert sulfone 
therapy for HD. Dr. 
credit, was the first investigate the 
posstble use the basic sulfone, D.D.S. 
encouraging preliminary results 
therapy continue confirm- 
will bring sulfone therapy within 
the reach thousands patients 
the cost D.D.S. negligible. 


* * * 

NOTE: the request Dr. 
Cochrane, Peter Hall met him Liver- 
peol June 18. Mr. Hall has, the 
past, been very critical 
BELRA policies, based his own ex- 
perience with that organization, and that 
others with HD. 

From Dr. Cochrane, Mr. Hall learned 


(Continued page 


NOW NOTIFIABLE 
ENGLAND 


Continued from page 


that the new hospital for Eng- 
land expected opened soon. 
will the former Reigate Isolation 
Hospital Surrey, renamed the Jordan 
Hospital. will provided the 
University College Hospital annex 
the Hospital for Tropical Diseases. 
The Jordan Hospital will contain about 
fourteen beds and will charge 
matron who formely worked with Dr. 
Cochrane India. 

For centuries, the risk infection 
gible. said that there are some 200 
cases England, some whom are 
receiving treatment under private ar- 
rangements. Others are being treated 
out-patients hospitals admitted 
temporarily infectious diseases hos- 
pitals the Homes St. Giles, 
remote part Essex, restricted 
British Nationals. 

THE STAR, the most striking 
feature Britain’s new policy towards 
that “There are statutory 
powers any kind within the regula- 
tions whereby patient suffering from 
Such powers would undesirable, for 
might lead concealment the 
disease and defeat the purpose the 
regulation,” say the British Medical 
Journal (June 23, 1951). The purpose 
is, course, bring the full benefit 
recent advances the patients.” Simi- 
larly the the heart the 
program “early diagnosis and prompt 
treatment.” But, our program being 
defeated such archaic measures 
“The Surgeon General may provide 
regulation for the apprehension, deten- 
tion, treatment, and release persons 
being treated the Service for leprosy.” 
(Sec. 332. P.L. 410 July 1944). has 
been authoritatively stated that for every 
patient under treatment Carville 
there are three more cases outside 
the hospital, without treatment. THE 
STAR feels that this situation due 
largely what call the penal code. 

Verily when compare the British 
law with our own, American citizens 
shall have grave doubts about our right 
boast that this the “land liberty.” 
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Scare Story 


Out all the scare stories written 
about the subject which closest 
our hearts, there was recently brought 
our attention one which even had 
scared. Originally written news sto- 
for the Portland Oregonian almost 
quarter century ago, the old plot 
was perked with dash atomic 
attack and squirt Russian Com- 
missar, Floyd Copeland and 
printed the February, 1951, issue 
Detective World under the title, 
fic Leprosy.” 

The story about man who, “tall, 
brought the attention the police 
through letter from Rio Janeiro, 
which had left restaurant. 
seems that the waitress, completely un- 
principled, read the letter and fainted 
dead away. According the letter, the 
chap wanted practice little germ 
warfare several hundred “American 
Yankees.” Reassuring him the suc- 
cess his plans, the letter continued, 
“It easily contracted, just rubbing 
against it.” 

Authorities searched every incoming 
boat effort discover the danger- 
ous package without success. This was 
fortunate because our clever conspira- 
tor had suggested his supplier, “Why 
don’t you put some germs around the 
package, the officers open the pack- 
age, they will contact this Pre- 
sumably our hero had himself some 
special immunity. Just get this clincher 
month later box with 
Rio Janeiro label was found floating 
off dock the river. Had contained 
the germs? Had the arrest Nash 
warned the carrier? Did throw the 
box away? was the whole thing 
mad plot existing only Nash’s de- 
ranged mind? There can answer 
for the questions.” 

sounds like the announcer for 
soap-box opera trying confuse the 
dear little housewife with dilemma 
which makes her forget the roast burn- 
ing the oven that she’ll have 
reason try Will-It-Work cleansing 
powder. There are just few more 
questions which come mind. Why 
didn’t someone look the box? (What 
and spoil the story!) Why didn’t the 
little boy who was sitting the edge 
the pier dangling his feet the water 
and the old man who caught the big 
fish and took home for his dinner 
catch the disease? (Because not 
possible.) Why didn’t someone contact 
doctor and find out the facts about 
the disease? (Ah, you have sense 
the melodramatic.) 


trying find out how this tripe 
got into the news the first place, 
got touch with the Portland Ore- 


gonian, which several months ago ran 
series up-to-date, accurate, and 
forthright articles Leverett 
Richards. Fred White, assistant city 
editor for the paper, answered, “The 
only satisfaction can derive from 
reviewing the story that possibly some 
progress has been made the last 
quarter-century 
ures along with the great advances 
medicine.” also told that the 
central figure this plot 
ing from advanced case syphilis, 
and, the article said, had soften- 
ing the brain and was admitted 
mental institution. The letters such 
person would not seem de- 
pendable basis for such article, and 
would seem that the newspaper would 
have checked with experienced 
doctor. 

they had just checked with that 
doctor they would have found that 
impossible have traffic Han- 
sen’s disease germs. Under the most care- 
ful laboratory conditions, has been 
impossible keep the bacillus alive 
outside the human body, which 
ever been able culture the bacillus 
transmit the disease laboratory 
animals. There are more than 145 re- 
corded cases which attempts have 
been made transmit the disease 
human beings through inoculation with 
the bacillus and grafts infected 
tissues—all without success. 

Now come the real villain 
the plot, Floyd Copeland, who 
1951 dug the corpse again. 1927 
there was little education about 
and great deal ignorance, but 
1951, Mr. Copeland must have read 
some the more factual articles which 
have appeared all the leading maga- 
zines and newspapers. Therefore, 
must conclude that his sense social 
responsibility runs poor second 
the few pieces silver received for 
the article. Obviously, these scare stories, 
unlike old soldiers, not “just fade 
away.” Apparently, they are more like 
the soap-box operas and and 
and on. THR 
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Lions from all parts the U.S. and 
from all parts the world gathered 
Atlantic City (June 24-28) for what has 
been described “the most friendly 
convention Lions International has ever 
held.” Very much the Lion lite and 
sharing the genuine friendliness and 
real fellowship this wonderful con- 
vention were Lions Bee Martinez and 
Roland Roberts representing the Point 
Clair Club this hospital. Lions Mar- 
tinez and Roberts, who have attained 
the enviable “discharge status,” are 
shown above section the Louis- 
iana booth devoted photographic 
exhibit Carville and its activities, 
both social and medical, with one panel 
accenting projects the Point Clair 
club. You can identify Bee and Roland 
the Lions doing the talking. did 
lot talking,” the boys said, “to the 
several thousand Lions who visited our 
booth, and answered many questions, 
referring some Ed. Fitzgerald, Infor- 
mation Specialist the U.S. Public 
Health Service, who arranged the ex- 


hibit, flying down from Washington.” 
Lion Martinez reports, “We were always 
introduced discharged patients from 
Carville and this helped our cam- 
paign educate the public.” Making 
introductions was Lion L.S. “Bugs” 
Bridges who with Lion Billy Harriman 
was charge the Louisiana booth, 
which the Carville section was part. 
The Louisiana booth was voted the 
most outstanding Convention Hall 
and Lion Martinez and Roberts assisted 
Lions Bridges and Harriman 
Downtown Baton Rouge Lions Club 
giving away more than 22,500 pounds 
merchandise grown this State. 
Lion “Bugs” Bridges had the Point Clair 
boys under his wing, all during the con- 
vention and Bee and Roland back 
Carville speak glowing terms 
“Bugs” Bridges’ personal interest and 
the magnificent service gave. 
Education Hansen’s disease was 
again highlighted the Atlantic City 
convention when Second International 
Vice-President, S.A. Dodge Detroit 


was unexpectedly called upon address 
breakfast meeting Lions from the 
New England District. Lion Dodge told 
his audience about the Point Clair and 
Kalaupapa Lions Clubs, both which 
has visited, writes “The Lions 
were greatly interested hearing about 
the problems Hansen’s disease pa- 
tients and since return have re- 
ceived approximately twenty letters from 
Lions club members who were present 
the meeting-from Maine, New Hamp- 
shire, Connecticut, and Massachussetts- 
asking for further information copy 
the speech which made order that 
they might turn pass their 
local clubs.” 

The Point Clair Lions Club held its 
installation new officers June 
with District Governor, Robert Lee, 
Baton Rouge, handling the ceremonies 
impressively yet with customary 
note Lions’ geniality. The affair, 
which the Lions took their dates, was 
given Lake Johansen and off 
with supper served alfresco. 


THE STAR 


Jesuit Visitor 


Rev. Joseph Mangan, teacher 
moral theology St. Mary the 
Lake Seminary, Mundelein, spent 
the month July this hospital re- 
lieving our resident Catholic chaplain, 
Father Boudresux, who took 
tion. Father Mangan told that for 
the past two summers has been doing 
chaplain’s work which feels 
assistance his teaching. said 
himself, Yankee from Chicago 
since ceme Louisiana have 
been the beneficiary that well-known 


Southern this hospital 
the Sisters Charity, the staff, 
have cooperated make stay en- 
joyable 

Father Mangan interested 
baseball some the patients and dis- 
cussions the day’s scores was routine. 
Incidentally, Father Mangan and Sister 
Catherine our nursing staff are cous- 
ins. found him just friendly 
Sister had told was and his warm 
personality was appreciated the 

atients. 


i 


NEW WAR FOR WAC 
Continued from page 


“After going over charts, Dr. 
Horan recognized Hansen’s disease im- 
mediately, but his superiors refused 
admit and fought him all the way. 
They admitted they had never seen 
case Hansen’s disease but still dis- 
puted his diagnosis. One the big brass 
told home and forget what 
Dr. Horan had said and his diagnosis. 
Two the other brass told Dr. Horan 
drop case and another doctor, 
woman, sided with her colleagues 
make life miserable for Dr. Horan. 

“Dr. Horan sent Dr. Elizabeth 
Godfrey, pathologist whom 
known Hawaii. She confirmed the 
diagnosis. But the big brass 
university hospital and Oakland A., 
refused believe and ridiculed Dr. 
Horan and his diagnosis. But Dr. Horan 
stuck his guns and got admitted 
Ft. Miley hospital San Fran- 
cisco prove disprove. They found 
the bacilli scrapings from skin 

“The has granted one hun- 
dred per cent ‘service incurred’ compen- 
sation and long last road 
recovery. But burned about 
what happened Dr. Horan. The uni- 
versity hospital asked for his resignation 
because they did not want admit that 
they had been wrong and had done 
whole lot unnecessary surgery. They 
have refused even give him credit 
for the time has put and had 
only months more complete 
his residency neurology.” 


Shocking Tactics 

shocking that important uni- 
versity medical center could con- 
sumed with its own egotism that could 
not admit that might wrong, and 
that would deliberately turn its back 
sick woman, and refuse even 
consider what the illness might mean 
for her, while complications develop 
bones and eyes and internal organs with 
the probability disfigurement and 
damage. From Mrs. Oneto’s mother 
THE STAR learns that, “Eunice los- 
ing use one eye, result past opera- 
tion, also muscles two small fingers 
right hand are contracting.” 


Serious Charges 


THE STAR charges the 
ponsible for the barbaric mishandling 
Mrs. Oneto’s case with gross negli- 
gence and callous behavior 
sonant with the high ethical standards 
the medical profession. 

While nothing can done make 
for the misery Mrs. Oneto suffered 
unnecessarily, the American Medical 
Association and the American Board 
Neurology can and should strike the 
medical snobbishness obvious this 


case. Dr. Horan should reinstated 
the university hospital, wishes, 
given credit for the time has put 
and allowed finish his residency 
neurology elsewhere. 


Heartening Aspect 

find doctor like Dr. Horan who 
placed the welfare his patient before 
the immediate convenience the bun- 
gling medical high priests who were 
anxious wash their hands the 
“leprosy case,” indeed heartening. 
compensates for the many cases 
have known where Hansen’s disease 
patients were treated with 
sideration than that given hardened 
criminals, and California’s record 
this respect very bad.—S.S. 


Thousands men and women our 
armed services were stationed areas 
the South Pacific, endemic for Han- 
sen’s disease. Thousands more are now 
Korea, also highly endemic. Some 
these service men and women will un- 
doubtedly develop Hansen’s disease 
the years by. imperative that the 
need recognized and action taken 
give medical schools and practicing 
physicians, particularly doctors the 
A., adequate information about the 
diagnosis Hansen’s disease. This sub- 
ject will discussed editorially the 
next issue THE STAR.—Ed. 


WORDS ARE LABELS 


Effective July 1951, the name 
this hospital and the twenty other Ma- 
rine hospitals the United States was 
changed Public Health Service 
hospital. The name was 
cause the hospitals serve other groups 
besides merchant seamen, including the 
Coast Guard, the Coast and Geodetic 
Survey, federal employees, and federal 
beneficiaries listed Congress. 


The Relatives and Friends Association 
Australia has requested the Minister 
for Health abolish from all depart- 
ments your Government the follow- 
ing words, leprosy, leper, lazaret, and 
leprosarium, and place their stead, 
Hansen’s disease, patient, and hospital.” 


CITIZENSHIP BEFORE 
CONGRESS 


New emphasis was placed the equ- 
ity granting American citizenship 
Joey Guerrero when 
Thomas Johnson August 1951 
issue the Digest recounted 
the aid given the young woman 
our soldiers who fought the Philip- 
pines. Further accent was placed the 
situation when Time magazine, July 16, 
1951, gave progress report Joey’s 
stay this hospital and stated that her 
most immediate hope that her citizen- 
ship bill (H.R. 4971) will passed. 


NLA INTRODUCED SENATE 


The National Leprosy Act was in- 
troduced into the Senate the United 
States Senator James Murray 
(D.Mont.) July according Paul 
Strachan, president the American 
Federation the Physically Handi- 
capped, sponsors the bill. 

Senator Murray chairman the 
Senate committee labor 
welfare. This redraft the original bill 
has been tagged 1874. companion 
bill (H.R. 4051) was previously intro- 
duced this session the Congress 
the House (May 10, 1951) Repre- 
sentative Percy Priest (D. Tenn.), 
majority whip the House. 

Patient organizations have thrown 
their weight behind the legislation. The 
Patients’ Federation has carried di- 
rect correspondence with the members 
Congressional committees responsible 
for the bill. Marine Hospital Post 188, 
The American Legion, has unanimously 
endorsed the NLA, and members the 
Post are actively working behalf 
the bill. The Post passed 
which was presented the Louisiana de- 
partment convention the Legion, re- 
cently held Shreveport. The resolu- 
tion requested that the department seek 
the assistance the National Ameri- 
can Legion’s legislative committee 
exert its influence securing passage 
the bill. The resolution was adopted 
the Louisiana department. 

The NLA (H.R. 4051 and 
the evolution bill originally prepar- 
Col. Rarey, who spent many 
years delving into this field after his re- 
tirement from the army, and was 
truly labor love. The bill, 
now, contains much the original 
matter but has been streamlined. 

Write THE STAR for mimeographed 
copies the NLA and write your Sen- 
ators and Representatives work and 
vote for the National Leprosy Act. 


AID SEEN FOR CARVILLE 
HANDICAPPED 


The possibility new financial aid 
was given Carville’s handicapped pa- 
tients when Public Law 734 was brought 
their attention after the July meeting 
the Patient’s Federation. The law, 
which one the 1950 amendments 
the Social Security Act, provides for 
Federal aid the States finance pay- 
ments the aged, blind, permanent- 
disabled recipients public assistance 
who are patients public medical insti- 
tutions, other than institutions for men- 
tal diseases and tuberculosis. 


Help passing THE STAR 
your friends and neighbors, place 
your local library. 
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Wagons Keep Rolling Along 
Continued from page 


lunches eaten along the road. 

The short rides which the local Amer- 
ican Legion Auxiliary sponsors, through 
the Ila Campbell Gas Project, are an- 
other morale booster for patients who 
not take trips home. Most these pa- 
tients are either handicapped live 
too far away take vacations. Nice 
iaunts into the countryside Sunday 
afternoons are enjoyed congenial 
groups and are welcome change from 
hospital routine. 

the 4th July the DeSoto shut- 
tled back and forth from the infirmary 
Lake Johansen all morning taking 
patients who couldn’t make the long 
walk the rough gravel road see the 
fishing rodeo and later returning them 
their quarters. 

Our 


along. A.P. 


rolling 


New Station Wagon Presented 


Our guests, relatives and friends from 
large cities, small towns the farm 
should feel like County Squires when 
they are taken and from trains, busses 
nearby lodgings the new Ford 
station wagon that Mrs. Willis Reed, 
Vinita, Okla., National President the 
American Legion Auxiliary, presented 
the hospital July 26. Dr. Johansen 
accepted the wagon with deep apprecia- 
tion, saying, will fill great need.” 
The Country Squire will replace the old 
Buick station wagon given the hospi- 
tal the Auxiliary 1946. It, too, has 
been used through the years transport 
our guests. 

The next issue THE STAR will 
carry full account the visit Mrs. 
Reed and her party and the station wag- 
presentation. 
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Initiates Ten Visits Carville 


Mr. and Mrs. Whiting the lawn 
End” 


The Creighton Whitings Rich- 
mond, Va., had been Baton Rouge 
for about month when one Saturday 
morning, Creighton said his attractive 
wife, Dorothy, “Let’s take long drive 
tomorrow and see something the sur- 
rounding countryside.” agreed 
Dorothy, who assists her husband his 
work for the Hill Directory Company. 
The Whitings were Baton Rouge 
supervising the compilation new 
city directory. 

That afternoon Creighton stopped 
bookshop and bought 
entitled Days Baton Rouge,” 
tourist’s guide interesting points 
the city and the plantations yesteryear 
the old River Road. They poured 
over the pamphlet that evening and 
found description this hospital and 
how find it. Creighton said that 
had read article about Carville and 
Hansen’s disease one the national 
magazines and ever since had wanted 
visit here. 

their first visit Carville the 
Whitings talked with several members 
THE STAR staff. They returned 
during the week for another visit and 
became interested that they forgot all 
about the plantations. Instead, they vis- 
ited several times week and spent 
the day Sundays. soon felt that 
the Whitings were old friends rather 
than new ones. Other members the 
Richmond group, working with the 
Whitings, also came occasionally and, 
like the Whitings, are now telling the 
story Carville and Hansen’s disease 
wherever they go. 

Before leaving Baton Rouge, the 
Whitings and their group did kind 
“Gallop poll” for THE STAR, sub- 
mitting printed questionnaire 
cross section the city’s popula- 
tion. More than two 


were interviewed, with some rather sur- 
prising answers. The resulis the Whit- 
ing poll will published THE 
STAR. Mr. Whiting plans conduct 
similar polls other parts the coun- 
try where will compile city directo- 
ries. The poll should provide 
ing index what Mr. and John 
Public know about Hansen’s disease 
probably, what they not know. 

Creighton and Dorothy became 
the educational campaign 
waging, and particularly our objec- 
tion having patients referred 
the odious five letter word, they called 
our attention the Days Baton 
Rouge” pamphlet. 


The pamphlet, attractively prepared, 
published Henry Louis Cohn, with 
photographs Elemore Morgan and 
text Kerr, all Baton Rouge. 

The information the pamphlet con- 
tains about Carville for the most part 
authentic with the exception one 
ludicrous bust, attention given 
the appearance the food, appetites 
those suffering from leprosy are not 
good rule.” The first part Mr. 
Kerr’s statement will probably rate the 
Bronx Cheer from many patients, 
any institution, but the “not good ap- 
petites” the boner supreme. brings 
mind the remark once made visit- 
ing dowager. She was our cafeteria 
watching the line patients’ carrying 
their heavily laden trays, when turning 
her companion she said, “If these 
people are sick must both ends 
because they certainly are well the 
middle.” 


But our principal objection the 
Carville sequence lies Mr. Kerr’s un- 
fortunate terminology. refers this 
hospital “leper colony” and the 
patients the five letter odious word. 
And this, mind you, 
copyrighted 1951 and published al- 
most home plate for wide distribution 
tourists, was the unkindest cut all. 
More important severe blow 
our campaign, backed international 
authorities (Havana Congress 1948) 
and the American Medical Association 
abandon use the odious word. 
Instead writing all over the world 
might better begin home. 


* * * 


Public Health Service nurses 
come and here for four months train- 
ing the care patients with Hansen’s 
disease. The latest arrivals are Miss Eva 
Fletcher from the USPHS hospital, Gal- 
veston, ‘Texas and Mrs. Louise Webber, 
USPHS hospital, Memphis, Tenn. 


OBSERVED 


The july which began 
quietly with fishing rodeo, sponsored 
the Point Clair Lions Club Lake 
Johansen mark the opening the 
season, ended with loud reports 
and brilliantly lighted sky. The giant 
fireworks display was made 
contributions from different organiza- 
tions within the natient body and from 
Mr. Szodomka, New Orleans, 
who became interested through Mrs. 
Griffatta. The above nicture shows 
little the afternoon’s field day activ- 
under the sponsored the 
Federation, under the direc- 
tion the entertainment committee. 
The dictetic department the hospital 
served delicious picnic supper and 
later the girls team was matched 
softball game with surprise “girls” 
team, which turned out boys 
dresses. 


Lecture Orchids 


Through the courtesy the Point 
Clair Lions Club and the Men’s Garden 
Club, illustrated lecture orchids 
was enjoyed our theatre the 
ing July 26. The speaker was Dr. 
Dalton Brown, biologist 
culturist the Rivermont Orchid 
Growers Signal Mountain, Tenn. 

Recently Alleman the Baton 
Rouge Men’s Garden presented 
charter Manuel Sousa, President 
the Pt. Clair Men’s Garden Club. 


Sculpture Class 


Shortly before Mary Priebe, recrea- 
tional intern, returned the University 
West Virginia complete work 
her master’s degree, sculpture class 
was begun and will resumed when 
Miss Priebe returns. Mrs. Marvin Rez- 
nikoff, Baton Rouge, made several trips 
here give instructions and THE 
STAR purchased the necessary materials 
for the use the class. 


Another First 

For the first time the year old 
history this hospital, patients will ex- 
hibit their handiwork beyond the strictly 
local horizon. display Carville pa- 
tients’ handiwork will shown 
booth set the Iberville Free Fair 
Plaquemine, La. 


EDUCATION LOUISIANA 


Miss Genevieve Piette, R.N., Advisory 
Nurse Communicable Diseases, Lou- 
isiana State Department Health, con- 
the nurses Northern Louisiana, held 
the Caddo Parish Health Unit 
Shreveport recently. Explaining her dis- 
cussion, Miss Piette said, informa- 
tion given such meetings for in-ser- 
vice training public health personnel 
and held the form discussion 
with questions and answers ‘round 
table’ form. our purpose train 
public health workers the detection, 
diagnosis and treatment Hansen’s dis- 
ease, that the facts can more readily 
understood those charged with the 
responsibility getting people under 
treatment who are need it. 


THE STAR had photographic dis- 
play Carville and patients’ activities 
the open house the City-Parish 
Health Unit Baton Rouge Sunday, 
July The event commemorated the 
dedicated its new clinic. Some 1500 Ba- 
ton Rougeans toured the new building 
and saw the many health exhibits. Mrs. 
Hattie Dayries, president the Louisi- 
ana State Nurses Association and East 
Baton Rouge Parish School 
Nurse had the booth adjacent our 
display and reports that many people 
stopped, looked and carried away copies 
THE STAR. 


OUR FRIEND IRMA DONATES 
TROPHY 


Devoted friend Carville patients, 
Mrs. Irma Griffatta, New Orleans, re- 
cently bought and presented trophy 
which given annually the Dis- 
abled American Veterans Auxiliary 
the DAV Chapter the State making 
the greatest contribution the happi- 
ness the patients this hospital. The 
trophy, handsome loving cup 
memory Mrs. Griffatta’s brother, 
James Nulty, who was killed St. 
during World War II. 

the department convention, held 
Baton Rouge June, the trophy 
was awarded Mrs. Griffatta’s own 
group, Felix Veau Chapter 
which she has been Carville entertain- 
ment chairman for the past four years. 


“Irma,” she known her host 
Carville friends, ever alert for volun- 
teers entertain this hospital. She 
has arranged many variety shows featur- 
ing talented New Orleans performers for 
presentation here, under auspices her 
DAV Chapter and Crescent City Unit 
the American Legion Auxiliary. 


KEY SPORTS 


Williams? Where did you get 
him? ‘Those were the suspicious queries 
that were focused our way after young 
Richard Williams had pitched start- 
ling number one-hit and two-hit shut- 
outs and single-run games past opposing 
the River League. There 
some regret answering that seventeen- 
Richard has spent the last elev- 
years his life resident Point 
but saying, also feel 
pride the claim that received 
all his softball training and experience 
our home pasture. fact, Richard 
product our own minor league 
system and started his pitching career 
several years ago when the local sport- 
ing fraternity suddenly found its sur- 
prise that the older wheel-horses our 
ball team were slowing down and 
dynamic younger generation was the 
scene and refused denied. When 
the oldsters finally accepted the repeated 
challenges the youngsters, they found 
themselves the short end the score. 

That was the beginning the several 
intra-mural teams which 
present tribe Point Clair Indians 
which ably supporting 
curve-balling succeses. Our Indians fin- 
ished first place the League, and 
then went win their way into the 
finals the playoffs. Now they are 
awaiting further eliminations that 
they can have their chance win the 
double crown the 
League and winner the Shaugnessy 
playoffs. 
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FURTHER FACTS 


Despite the fact that among the many leprosaria scattered 
throughout the world thousands well workers, religious and 
lay have been daily association with the patients, the in- 
cidence infection very small. some these cases reas- 
onable doubt existed whether the individual acquired 
the infection the leprosarium. This especially true when 
the infected person native section the country 
where the disease occurs frequently when the disease 
known have existed the family. During its years 
existence, hundreds persons from neighboring communities 
have been employed the Carville hospital plumbers, 
painters, cafeteria help, clerical workers, 
cians, etc., with but one possible exception native this 
endemic section) not single member the personnel has 
contracted the disease. This remarkable record, consider- 
ing that this hospital located almost within the heart the 
most endemic section the most endemic state the Union 
and one would expect more cases develop sheer coin- 


cidence. What tuberculosis sanatorium can point such 
record? 


the much publicized case Father Damien his biograph- 
ers assert that. good father never took any precautions 
againts infection but lived continuously under unhygienic 
His successor, Brother Joseph Dutton, worked 
daily intimate contact with patients for over years without 
contracting the disease. 

* * 

1874 Armauer Hansen, Norwegian physician, an- 
nounced his discovery the germ which causes the disease. 
appearance and size closely resembles the germ which 
causes tuberculosis, the tubercle bacillus. single organisms 
impossible for the “Laboratory” distinguish between 
the two germs. 

* * * * 

Hansen’s not included the list reportable diseases 
New York and Vermont and patients those states are 
portable but the patient subject RESTRICTIONS.” 


* * * * 
man woman may remain perfect physical health for 


years after contracting Hansen’s disease. Half the patients now 
Carville could sit unnoted any social gathering. 


The condition which should officially known Han- 
sen’s disease some other scientifically accurate and de- 
scriptive name called “leprosy” because erroneous ap- 
plication word which has entirely different meaning 
the Bible. The Greek word “lepra” had been used the 
writings attributed Hipprocrates refer vague group 
scaly conditions the skin regarded having serious 
importance. The translators the Hebrew Testament into 
Alexandrian Greek (the Septuagint) about 100 B.C. used 
the word lepra their effort find Greek equivalent for 
“Zaraath.” The writers the New Testament followed the 
example the Greek Septuagint. The confusion between the 
Biblical and modern use the word “leprosy” cause 
suffering thousands people throughout the world. 


Even superficial reading the thirteenth chapter 
Leviticus sufficient convince any physician that the six 
seven conditions which are defined under the Hebrew word 
“Zaraath” had nothing common with what called “lep- 
rosy” today. The repeated expression throughout the Old 
Testament, leprous snow, may applied vitiligo 
psoriasis but could never any acrobatics the imagination 
applied infection with Hansen’s bacillus. 


The most characteristic features infection with Hansen’s 
bacillus (such nerve involvement with loss sensation 
the extremities) are nowhere mentioned. The description 
leprosy garments and leprosy houses should con- 


clusive proof that not the name disease and 
certainly not the disease that call leprosy. 


The clue the significance this condition among the 
ancient Hebrews found the numerous cases 
which leprosy described being affliction which the 
result Divine displeasure (as the case Miriam) 
being sign Divine power (as the case Moses) 
being miraculously cured bathing the Jordan (as the 
case Naaman). 


The word leprosy quite obviously was applied not dis- 
ease the skin but mark blemish which rendered the 
person ritualistically unclean. 

One important feature leprosy described the New 
Testament confirms the view that was thought essentially 
mark taboo. Other diseases the New Testament are 
described being “healed” “cured.” Leprosy, however, 
described being 


When this simple, and believe, true explanation Bib- 
lical leprosy understood and accepted, great step will 
taken toward the elimination the irrational leprophobia 
today. 


Dr. Lendrum, Assistant Professor Medicine, Uni- 
versity Illinois, College Medicine, Chicago; Dr. Everest 
McEwen, Rush Medical College, Chicago; The Jewish 
Encyclopedia, Vol. VIII; and other authoritative sources. 
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